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Introduction 
 
 
The aim of this publication is to illustrate to which extent the Bologna Process is being 
implemented in the TEMPUS Partner Countries. For each country, it provides a fact 
sheet for the reader, with a brief overview of the extent of voluntary convergence with 
the European Higher Education Area and the state of play of adoption of the Bologna 
principles and tools. 
 
Each fact sheet outlines the main elements of the Bologna process in a synthetic way. 
 
The information comes from the recently published study on the 'State of Play of the 
Bologna Process in the Tempus Partner Countries (2012)'1 and this report can be 
considered as a complementary working document. 
 
It should be borne in mind, when comparing the different countries, that the adoption 
of Bologna principles and approaches is a voluntary process. Countries started to get 
involved at different stages and the pace of reform varies, depending on the local 
context and the priorities of the countries. 
 

                                                 
1 'State of Play of the Bologna Process in the Tempus Partner Countries (2012)', A Tempus Study, No 9, April 2012, EACEA, 
Brussels. 
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Implementation of the Bologna Process  
in the Tempus Partner Countries 

 
 
Eleven Tempus Partner Countries have signed the Bologna Declaration (Albania, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Russia, Serbia and Ukraine) and are therefore committed to implement 
its principles and tools (Map 1). 
 
 

Map 1: Tempus Partner Countries and the Bologna Process, 2011 
 

 
 

Tempus Bologna-Signatory Countries 
 
Other Tempus Partner Countries 
 
European Union Member States  
 

In the remaining countries which are not officially part of the process, the Bologna 
approach is used on a voluntary basis, as a source of inspiration to support on-going 
reforms. As a result, notable differences are evident in the mode of implementation 
(Map 2). 
 
In Algeria, Kosovo2, Morocco and Tunisia, the Bologna Process is officially embedded 
in their education systems. It has been introduced in the legislation and has become 
part of the national strategy. 
 
In contrast, the Bologna Process is currently implemented on a voluntary basis using 
incentive mechanisms in Belarus, Egypt, Israel, the occupied Palestinian territory, 

                                                 
2 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the 
Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Ad hoc groups, including the Tempus Higher Education 
Reform Experts (HEREs) and Commissions, under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Education, often play a major role. 
 
In Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Syria, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, there is no specific 
mechanism for supporting the implementation of the Bologna Process apart from the 
Tempus Higher Education Reform Experts, who disseminate information on Bologna to 
both institutions and Ministries. 
 

Map 2: Methods of Implementation of the Bologna Process, 2011 
 

 
 

Bologna-Signatory Countries   
 

Non Bologna-Signatory Countries: 
 

Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 
 
Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the supervision of the Ministry of Education 
 
No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna Process  
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The Bologna Process in Kazakhstan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2010) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes Various combinations 

 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the 
Learning Outcomes 
Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and 
implemented through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 40 – 50 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 

Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the 
language of instruction 

and/or more official languages 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
X Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process 
is under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the 
implementation has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the 
European Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Independent Kazakhstan Agency on Education Quality Assurance 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2008 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance 
process 
  

 Decision-making 
role  Participation No participation 

Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1997 (signature), 1998 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher 
education legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Kyrgyzstan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

 X Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the 
Learning Outcomes 
Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and 
implemented through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

75% or less institutions and/or 75% or less programmes are using ECTS for 
both transfer and accumulation purposes. Various references are used to 
define the credits. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
in return of payment 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
X Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process 
is under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the 
implementation has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the 
European Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 

Name State inspection on licensing and attestation of educational institutions under 
the Ministry of Education and Science of Kyrgyz Republic 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 1994 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance 
process 
  

 Decision-making 
role  Participation No participation 

Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2004 (signature and ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher 
education legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Tajikistan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

 X Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the 
Learning Outcomes 
Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and 
implemented through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

75% or less institutions and/or 75% or less programmes are using ECTS for 
both transfer and accumulation purposes. Various references are used to 
define the credits. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Another type of Diploma Supplement 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued Another type of Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
X  Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process 
is under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the 
implementation has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the 
European Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Office of Attestation under the Ministry of Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2003 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance 
process 
  

 Decision-making 
role  Participation No participation 

Academic staff  X  
Students   X 
International 
Experts  X  

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2011 (signature), 2012 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher 
education legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Turkmenistan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

 X No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

No three-cycle structure 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 
Bachelor programmes No three-cycle structure Master programmes No three-cycle structure 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

No three-cycle structure 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the 
Learning Outcomes 
Concept 

No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS No credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

No credit system 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Another type of Diploma Supplement 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued Another type of Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

X Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process 

is under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the 
implementation has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the 
European Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Ministry of Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 1991 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance 
process 
  

 Decision-making 
role  Participation No participation 

Academic staff   X 
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional 
governmental authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher 
education legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Uzbekistan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

 X No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Another three-cycle 
structure exists Master programmes Another three-cycle 

structure exists 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the 
Learning Outcomes 
Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and 
implemented through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Another type of Diploma Supplement 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued Another type of Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process 
is under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the 
implementation has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the 
European Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 

Name State Testing Centre under the Cabinet Ministers of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan  

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 1994 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance 
process 
  

 Decision-making 
role  Participation No participation 

Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 
Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional 
governmental authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes are allowed in the higher education legislation. 
Joint degrees are not foreseen in the legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Armenia 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2005) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country  

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

 
240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations. 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and/or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name National Centre for Professional Education Quality Assurance Foundation 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established 

Year of establishment 2008 

Main outcome of the 
review 

 A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

X Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

 Both permission and advice 

 Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts X   

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2000 (signature), 2005 (ratification)  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by higher education institutions 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

Adoption of national laws/regulations required to implement the Lisbon Recognition Convention: 
Amendment of national regulations and laws is still underway. 
 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes are allowed in the higher education legislation. 
Joint degrees are not foreseen in the legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Azerbaijan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2005) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

 
240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations. 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes. 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and/or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Department for Accreditation under the Ministry of Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2010 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students  X  
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1997 (signature), 1998 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes are allowed in the higher education legislation. 
Joint degrees are not foreseen in the legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Belarus 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

 X Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Partial/limited introduction of Bologna structure 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 
Bachelor programmes Various combinations Master programmes Various combinations 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Various combinations 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Another type of Diploma Supplement 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued Another type of Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Department of the Ministry of Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2002 (signature and ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes are allowed in the higher education legislation. Joint degrees 
are not foreseen in the legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Georgia 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2005) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

 
240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name National Centre for Education Quality Enhancement 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2006 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1997 (signature), 1999 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Combination of central or regional governmental authorities / social partner 
organisations or individual employers 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Moldova 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2005) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country  

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 
Bachelor programmes Various combinations Master programmes Various combinations 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Various combinations 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 30 – 40 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Quality Assurance Agency  

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2008 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts X   

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1997 (signature), 1999 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher education 
legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in the Russian Federation 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2003) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

240+120 ECTS (4+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on student 
workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 30 – 40 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS) 

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
in return of payment 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name National Agency on Accreditation 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 1995 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1999 (signature), 2000 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher education 
legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Ukraine 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2005) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 240 ECTS 
(4 academic years) Master programmes 60 ECTS (1 academic year) 

 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

240+60 ECTS (4+1 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 30 – 40 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
in return of payment 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 

Name 
Department for Licensing and Accreditation of the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Ukraine, State Accreditation Commission, Supreme Attestation 
Commission 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 1996 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1997 (signature), 2000 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher education 
legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Algeria 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

 X Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on contact 
hours, or a combination of contact hours and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 

Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the 
language of instruction 

and/or more official languages 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Ministry of Higher Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff   X 
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Egypt 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

 X Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Another three-cycle 
structure exists Master programmes Another three-cycle 

structure exists 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS) 

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Initial stage of adoption of the Bologna DS (less than 25% of institutions) 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued Another type of Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name National Authority for Quality Assurance and Accreditation 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2006 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Israel 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

 X Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 
Bachelor programmes Various combinations Master programmes Various combinations 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Various combinations 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Another type of Diploma Supplement 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued Another type of Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

X Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Quality Assessment Unit in the Israeli Council for Higher Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2004 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts X   

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1997 (signature), 2007 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by higher education institutions 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher education 
legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in Jordan 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

 X No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Another three-cycle 
structure exists Master programmes Another three-cycle 

structure exists 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

No Diploma Supplement issued 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued No Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

X Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Higher Education Institutions Accreditation Commission 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established. 

Year of establishment 1999 

Main outcome of the 
review 
 

X A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

 Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

 Both permission and advice 

 Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by social partner organisations or 
individual employers 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Lebanon 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

 X No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS  

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

75% or less institutions and/or 75% or less programmes are using ECTS for 
both transfer and accumulation purposes. Various references are used to define 
the credits. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS. 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 

Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued on request 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the 
language of instruction and/or 

more official languages 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MEHE) 
Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality control. 
Year of establishment  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts X   

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 
 

Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are mentioned in the higher education 
legislation but provisions need to be defined. 
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The Bologna Process in Libya 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

 X No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Another three-cycle 
structure exists Master programmes Another three-cycle 

structure exists 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS No credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

No credit system 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

No Diploma Supplement issued 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued No Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

X Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name  

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Morocco 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country  

 X Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

No Diploma Supplement issued 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued No Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
X Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 

Name 
Commission Nationale de Coordination de l'Enseignement Supérieur (CNCES) 
Commission de Coordination de l'Enseignement Privé (COCESP) 
Instance Nationale Pour l'Evaluation (INE)  

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2003 
2005  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff   X 
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency: 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher education 
legislation whatsoever. 
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The Bologna Process in the occupied Palestinian territory 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

 X Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Another three-cycle 
structure exists Master programmes Another three-cycle 

structure exists 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

No Diploma Supplement issued 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued No Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 

X 
Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 
under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Accreditation and Quality Assurance Commission (AQAC) 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established. 

Year of establishment 2002  

Main outcome of the 
review  
 

X A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

 Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

 Both permission and advice 

 Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students   X 
International 
Experts X   

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Syria 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

 X No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Another three-cycle 
structure exists Master programmes Another three-cycle 

structure exists 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Another three-cycle structure exists 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS Another credit system 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

Another credit system or student workload not in use to define ECTS 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

No Diploma Supplement issued 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued No Diploma Supplement 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

X Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established 

 Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 

Name Directorate of Quality and Accreditation (part of the Ministry of Higher 
Education) 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff   X 
Students   X 
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Tunisia 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

 X Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept No definition of learning outcomes at national level 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on contact 
hours, or a combination of contact hours and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 

Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the 
language of instruction 

and/or more official languages 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name National Evaluation Committee 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment  

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students  X  
International 
Experts   X 

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are not mentioned in the higher education 
legislation whatsoever. 

 



56 
 

State of play of the Bologna Process in the Tempus Partner Countries (2012) – Mapping by country 



57 
 

State of play of the Bologna Process in the Tempus Partner Countries (2012) – Mapping by country 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTERN BALKANS 
 
 
 

Albania 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 

Kosovo 
 

Montenegro 
 

Serbia 



58 
 

State of play of the Bologna Process in the Tempus Partner Countries (2012) – Mapping by country 

The Bologna Process in Albania 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2003) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on contact 
hours, or a combination of contact hours and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Public Agency for Accreditation of Higher Education 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established. 

Year of establishment 1999 

Main outcome of the 
review  
 

 A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

 Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

X Both permission and advice 

 Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts X   

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 1999 (signature), 2002 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by central or regional governmental authorities 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2003) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Extensive but gradual introduction of Bologna structure/ongoing adaptations or 
enlargement 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 
Bachelor programmes Various combinations Master programmes Various combinations 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Various combinations 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on contact 
hours, or a combination of contact hours and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and in return for payment 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Agency for Development of Higher Education and Quality Assurance 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established. 

Year of establishment 2008 

Main outcome of the 
review 
 

 A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

 Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

 Both permission and advice 

X Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts  X  

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2003 (signature), 2004 (ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by higher education institutions 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Recognition for professional employment by central or regional governmental 
authorities 

The relevant laws and regulations have not been adopted in all parts of the country and the Convention is 
therefore implemented in different ways within the same country. 
 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Kosovo3 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

 Bologna-Signatory Country 

X Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

 X Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes 120 ECTS 

(2 academic years) 
 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 20 – 30 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Partial and gradual introduction of the Bologna DS (25%-75% of institutions) 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo 
declaration of independence. 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Kosovo Accreditation Agency 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established. 

Year of establishment 2008 

Main outcome of the 
review 
 

X A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

 Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

 Both permission and advice 

 Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts X   

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention NO  

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Major role played by national ENIC/NARIC institutions 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

Major role played by national ENIC/NARIC networks 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Montenegro 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2003) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes 180 ECTS 
(3 academic years) Master programmes Various combinations 

 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

180+120 ECTS (3+2 academic years) 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through guidelines and recommendations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 30 – 40 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS issued automatically 
and free of charge 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Council of Higher Education 

Status A Government-dependent body or Ministry has responsibility for quality 
assurance. 

Year of establishment 2004 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students X   
International 
Experts  X  

Cross Border Evaluation: Institutions are allowed to choose a foreign quality assurance agency. 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2004 (signature and ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by higher education institutions 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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The Bologna Process in Serbia 
 
 

General Information 
 

Level of integration in the 
Bologna Process 

X Bologna-Signatory Country (in 2003) 

 Non Bologna-Signatory Country 

  Bologna Process officially embedded in the education system 

  Bologna Process being implemented by ad hoc groups under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Education 

  No particular mechanism supporting the implementation of the Bologna 
Process 

 

Bologna cycle structure  

Level of implementation of 
a three-cycle structure 
compliant with the 
Bologna Process 

Bologna structure fully implemented in all or most fields of study 

 
Student workload/duration for the most common Bologna programmes 

Bachelor programmes Various combinations Master programmes 60 ECTS (1 academic year) 

 
Bachelor/master cycle 
structure models most 
commonly implemented 

Various combinations 

 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)  

Definition of the Learning 
Outcomes Concept 

Learning outcomes are defined in national steering documents and implemented 
through laws and regulations 

 

Level of implementation 
of ECTS 

More than 75% of institutions and programmes are using ECTS for both 
transfer and accumulation purposes. Allocation of ECTS is based on learning 
outcomes and student workload. 

 

Indicative number of 
hours of student 
workload corresponding 
to one ECTS 

1 ECTS = 30 – 40 hours 

 

Bologna Diploma Supplement (DS)  

Level of implementation 
of the Bologna Diploma 
Supplement 

Bologna DS is issued to students in more than 75% of institutions and study 
programmes 

 
Diploma Supplement 
issued 

Bologna DS is issued on request 
in return for payment 

Bologna DS issued in the language 
of instruction and /or English 
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National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 

 
Stage towards 
establishing a National 
Qualification Framework  

 Not yet started formally/not foreseen. 
 Step 1: Decision taken. Process just started. 
 Step 2: The purpose of the NQF has been agreed and the process is 

under way including discussions and consultations. Various 
committees have been established. 

X Step 3: The NQF has been adopted formally and the implementation 
has started. 

 Step 4: Redesigning the study programmes is ongoing and the 
process is close to completion. 

 Step 5: Overall process fully completed including self-certified 
compatibility with the Framework for qualifications of the European 
Higher Education Area. 

 

Quality Assurance Practices  

National Quality Assurance body 
Name Commission for Accreditation and Quality Assurance 

Status A single or several independent national bodies for quality assurance have been 
established. 

Year of establishment 2006 

Main outcome of the 
review 
 

X A decision granting the reviewed institution/programme permission 
to operate 

 Advice on how the reviewed institution/programme can improve 
quality  

 Both permission and advice 

 Not available 

Involvement in external 
quality assurance process 
  

 Decision-making role  Participation No participation 
Academic staff X   
Students  X  
International 
Experts   X 

 
Recognition of foreign qualifications 

Ratification of the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention X 2004 (signature and ratification) 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for  
academic study 

Recognition for academic study by higher education institutions 

Recognition of Foreign 
Qualifications for 
professional employment  

No information available 

 

Joint Degrees 

Establishment of joint 
degrees and programmes 
in higher education 
legislation  

Joint programmes and joint degrees are allowed in the higher education 
legislation. 
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GLOSSARY OF COUNTRIES 

 
 

 
* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of 
independence. 
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Brief overview of the Tempus programme 
 
 
Tempus is the EU's external cooperation programme that has been supporting the 
modernisation of higher education systems in the European Union’s neighbouring 
countries for over 20 years. The number of Partner Countries involved has changed 
during this time. At present, the programme covers the 27 countries in the Western 
Balkans, Central Asia, Eastern Europe, Northern Africa and the Middle East4.  
 
Since its creation, Tempus has contributed to promoting cooperation between higher 
education institutions in the European Union and the Partner Countries, through 
various capacity building activities. It also promotes the voluntary convergence of 
higher education systems in these countries with EU policies and processes in higher 
education, including the Bologna Process. Indeed, the Bologna Process has become a 
reference for most of Tempus Partner Countries, by setting in motion a series of 
reforms, to modernise higher education systems and to make them more compatible 
and comparable. 
 
Background  
 
Initially covering countries in Central and Eastern Europe, the first phase of the 
programme was launched in 1990 and lasted until 1993. During this period, Tempus 
sought to contribute to socio-economic reforms, through cooperation in higher 
education. These countries were later to join the EU itself.  
 
The second phase of the programme, Tempus II, covered the next six years (1994-
2000). During this period, the programme was extended to certain countries in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia. National priorities for the Programme, defined by 
national authorities were introduced for the first time. 
 
The third phase of Tempus was implemented from 2000 to 2006. The concept of 
cooperation between different countries in the same region was introduced during this 
time. In the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, Tempus III was 
extended to North Africa and the Middle East, with a view to contributing to promoting 
socio-economic development of this region. The programme also aimed at promoting 
inter-cultural understanding as a means of sustainable growth, peace and reinforced 
the 'intercultural' and 'civil society' dimension of the EU's policies in these regions.   
 
Since 2007, Tempus has entered its fourth phase, which runs until 2013. It puts 
emphasis on regional and cross-regional cooperation and reinforcing links between 
higher education and society. The programme currently covers 27 Partner Countries 
and territories. The programme is integrated into the European Union’s 
'Neighbourhood', 'Enlargement' and 'Development' policies, which aim to promote 
prosperity, stability and security. 
 
Tempus is funded by three financial instruments: the Instrument for Pre-accession 
Assistance (IPA), the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) and the European 
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI).  
 

                                                 
4 Tempus partners (2012): Albania, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, 
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Montenegro, Morocco, the occupied Palestinian territory, the 
Russian Federation, Serbia, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Kosovo. 
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Main characteristics of Tempus 
 
Tempus was designed to contribute to reforming and upgrading the higher education 
institutions and systems in the Tempus Partner Countries'. Through cooperation at 
higher education level, the programme also aims to strengthen civil society, promote 
democracy, as well as enhancing mutual understanding and intercultural dialogue 
between the EU and its partners. It promotes a "bottom-up" approach, since the 
content and methodology of the projects are left to project beneficiaries to define 
(within the priorities set by the Call).  However, the Programme can also be described 
as "top-down", since the national and regional priorities are established by the 
national authorities in each Partner Country, to maximise the impact of the 
Programme on the higher education reform process.  
 
Tempus IV supports three types of projects:  
 
- Joint Projects target higher education institutions and fund multilateral partnerships 
between these EU and Partner Country institutions, to develop, modernise and 
disseminate new curricula, teaching methods and teaching materials. They also aim to 
enhance quality assurance mechanisms in institutions, modernise the governance and 
management of higher education institutions and strengthen their contribution to 
lifelong learning and the ‘knowledge triangle’ of ‘education-research-innovation’. 
 
- Structural Measures aim to reform higher education systems in the Partner Countries 
and to enhance their quality and relevance to the world of work and society at large. 
They promote further convergence with EU developments in the field of higher 
education. They focus on issues linked to the reform of governance in higher 
education institutions (qualification systems, quality assurance mechanisms, 
autonomy of institutions…) and foster links between higher education, the world of 
work and other sectors of education. They can also include studies and research, the 
organisation of national, regional and thematic conferences and seminars, the 
provision of training, policy advice and the dissemination of information. 
 
Both Joint Projects and Structural Measures are funded through Calls for Proposal. The 
grant awarded varies between 0.5 to 1.5 million EUR.    
 
- Accompanying Measures are funded through Calls for Tender or Framework 
Contracts. They comprise of dissemination and information activities such as thematic 
conferences, studies and activities which aim to identify and highlight good practice or 
consultation of stakeholders. They are also used to fund the National Tempus Offices 
and the activities of the group of ‘Higher Education Reform Experts’ in the Tempus 
Partner Countries.  
 
Management of Tempus 
 
The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) is responsible for 
both the management and the implementation of Tempus, under powers delegated by 
the European Commission. The Directorate-General for Development and Co-
Operation - EuropeAid and the Directorate-General for Enlargement allocate funds 
directly to the Executive Agency to manage the Programme and thus have the formal 
responsibility for supervising its activities. The Directorate-General for Education and 
Culture brings its expertise and facilitates links with the European Union's internal 
higher education reform policies. The European External Action Service contributes to 
the strategic orientations of the Programme. 
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Tempus Participation 
 
 
This table indicates the point in time when a country joined the Tempus programme. 
 
 
 

Country Year 
Central Asia  
Kazakhstan 1994 
Kyrgyzstan 1995 
Tajikistan 2004 
Turkmenistan 1997 
Uzbekistan 1994 
Eastern Europe  
Armenia 1995 
Azerbaijan 1995 
Belarus 1993 
Georgia 1995 
Moldova 1994 
Russian Federation 1994 
Ukraine 1993 
Southern Mediterranean  
Algeria 2002 
Egypt 2002 
Israel 2008 
Jordan 2002 
Lebanon 2002 
Libya 2010 
Morocco 2002 
The occupied Palestinian territory 2002 
Syria 2002 
Tunisia 2002 
Western Balkans  
Albania 1992 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1996 
Kosovo 2001 
Montenegro 2001 
Serbia 2001 
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Overview of the Bologna Process 
 
 
History of the Bologna Process5 
 
The Bologna Process is the product of a series of Ministerial meetings on higher 
education, at which policy decisions have been taken, with the goal of establishing a 
European Higher Education Area by 2010. The European Commission is a full member 
of this process. The Council of Europe and UNESCO – CEPES, along with a range of 
other stakeholder organisations, are also involved as consultative members. The 
following organisations ensure the full and active partnership with higher education 
institutions in the process: the European University Association (EUA) and the 
European Association of Institutions in Higher Education (EURASHE). Students are 
represented by the European Students' Union (ESU), academics by Education 
International (EI) and the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education (ENQA) and employer organisations by Business Europe. 
 
Since 1998, eight Ministerial conferences, devoted to mapping out the Bologna 
Process have been held in different European cities, namely Paris (at the Sorbonne 
University), Bologna, Prague, Berlin, Bergen, London, Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve and 
Budapest/Vienna.  
 
 
Sorbonne Declaration (1998) 
 
The basic precepts of the Bologna Process date back to the Sorbonne Joint Declaration 
on Harmonisation of the Architecture of the European Higher Education System, 
signed on 25 May 1998 by the education Ministers of four countries: France, Germany, 
Italy and United Kingdom. 
 

The Sorbonne Declaration focused on: 

 Improving the international transparency of programmes and the recognition of 
qualifications by means of gradual convergence towards a common framework of 
qualifications and cycles of study; 

 Facilitating the mobility of students and teachers in the European area and their 
integration into the European labour market; 

 Designing a common degree level system for undergraduates (bachelor degree) and 
graduates (master and doctoral degrees). 

 
 
Bologna Declaration (1999) 
 
The Bologna Declaration on the European Higher Education Area, largely inspired by 
the Sorbonne Declaration, was signed in June 1999 by Ministers responsible for higher 
education in 29 European countries. This Declaration became the primary document 
used by the signatory countries to establish the general framework for the 
modernisation and reform of European higher education. The process of reform came 
to be called the Bologna Process.  
 
In 1999, the signatory countries included the then 15 EU Member States, three EFTA 
countries (Iceland, Norway and Switzerland) and 11 EU candidate countries (Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia 

                                                 
5 Eurydice (2010) – Focus on Higher Education in Europe 2010 – The impact of the Bologna Process 
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and Slovenia). International institutions such as the European Commission, the 
Council of Europe and associations of universities, rectors and European students also 
participated in drafting the Declaration. 
 
The Bologna Declaration also formulates the objective of increasing the international 
competitiveness of the European system of higher education and stresses the need to 
ensure that this system attracts significant interest around the world. 
 

In the Bologna Declaration, Ministers affirmed their intention to: 

 Adopt a system of easily readable and comparable degrees; 

 Implement a system based essentially on two main cycles; 

 Establish a system of credits (such as ECTS); 

 Support the mobility of students, teachers, researchers and administrative staff; 

 Promote European cooperation in quality assurance; 

 Promote the European dimensions in higher education (in terms of curricular 
development and inter-institutional cooperation). 

 
 
Prague Communiqué (2001) 
 
In May 2001, the meeting in Prague was convened to assess the progress 
accomplished to date (particularly as indicated in the respective national reports) and 
identify the main priorities that should drive the Bologna Process forward in the years 
ahead. 33 countries participated, with Croatia, Cyprus and Turkey accepted as new 
members. Liechtenstein was also included, having committed to the Process between 
the Bologna and Prague conferences and the European Commission also became a 
member.  
 
The education Ministers also decided to establish a Bologna Follow-up Group (BFUG), 
responsible for the continuing development of the Process. The BFUG is composed of 
representatives of all signatory countries and the European Commission and is chaired 
by the rotating EU Presidency. The Council of Europe, the European University 
Association (EUA), the European Association of Institutions in Higher Education 
(EURASHE) and the National Unions of Students in Europe (ESIB), later renamed the 
European Students Union (ESU), take part as consultative members in the work of the 
BFUG. 
 

The Prague Communiqué emphasised three elements of the Bologna Process: 

 Development of lifelong learning; 

 Involvement of higher education institutions and students; 

 Promotion of the attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area. 
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Berlin Communiqué (2003) 
 
Held in September 2003, the Berlin Conference was an important stage in the follow 
up to the Bologna Process. With the inclusion of seven new signatory countries 
(Albania, Andorra, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Holy See, Russia, Serbia and Montenegro), 40 countries were then 
involved.  
 
In the Berlin Communiqué, Ministers charged the BFUG with preparing detailed reports 
on the progress and implementation of the intermediate priorities and organising a 
stocktaking process before the following ministerial conference in 2005. The UNESCO 
European Centre for Higher Education (UNESCO-CEPES) joined the work of the BFUG 
as a consultative member. 
 

With the Berlin Communiqué, the Bologna Process gained additional momentum by setting 
certain priorities for the next two years: 

 Development of quality assurance at institutional, national and European levels; 

 Implementation of the two-cycle system; 

 Recognition of degrees and periods of studies, including the provision of the Diploma 
Supplement automatically and free of charge for all graduates as of 2005; 

 Elaboration of an overarching framework of qualifications for the European Higher 
Education Area; 

 Inclusion of the doctoral level as the third cycle in the Process; 

 Promotion of closer links between the European Higher Education Area and the 
European Research Area. 

 
 
Bergen Communiqué (2005) 
 
By May 2005, the Bologna Process was extended to 45 signatory countries with the 
inclusion of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. The Ministers 
responsible for higher education met in Bergen to discuss the mid-term achievements 
of the Bologna Process. The commissioned Stocktaking Report was submitted by the 
BFUG on this occasion. The Bergen Conference also marked the adoption of the 
Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area 
(ESG) and the Framework of Qualifications for the European Higher Education Area 
(FQ-EHEA). 
 
The European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA), the 
Education International Pan-European Structure and the Union of Industrial and 
Employers’ Confederations of Europe (UNICE, later to become Business Europe) joined 
the BFUG as consultative members.  
 

In the Bergen Communiqué, Ministers enlarged their priorities for 2007, which now also 
include: 

 Reinforcing the social dimension and removing obstacles to mobility;  

 Implementing the standards and guidelines for quality assurance as proposed in the 
ENQA report;  

 Developing national frameworks of qualifications in compatibility with the adopted 
Framework of Qualifications for the European Higher Education Area;  
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 Creating opportunities for flexible learning paths in higher education, including 
procedures for recognition of prior learning. 

 
 
London Communiqué (2007) 
 
The London Ministerial meeting, held on 17 and 18 May 2007, provided a landmark in 
establishing the first legal body to be created through the Bologna Process – the 
European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR). This is to become a register of quality 
assurance agencies that comply (based on an external evaluation) with the standards 
and guidelines for quality assurance in the European Higher Education Area. London 
also saw developments in two key areas – the social dimension, where Ministers 
agreed to develop national strategies and action plans and the global dimension, 
where Ministers agreed on a strategy to develop the global dimension of European 
higher education.  
 
The country membership expanded to 46, with the recognition of the Republic of 
Montenegro as an independent State in the European Higher Education Area. 
 

In the London Communiqué, Ministers: 

 Welcomed the creation of the European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR);  

 Committed to completing national frameworks of qualifications in compatibility with 
the adopted Framework of Qualifications for the European Higher Education Area by 2010;  

 Promised to report on national action to remove obstacles to the mobility of students 
and staff; 

 Pledged to implement and report on national strategies for the social dimension, 
including action plans and measures to evaluate their effectiveness; 

 Adopted a strategy for the European Higher Education Area in global setting. 
 
 
Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve Communiqué (2009) 
 
The Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve ministerial meeting, held on 28 and 29 April 2009, took 
stock of the achievements of the Bologna Process and laid out the priorities for the 
European Higher Education Area for the next decade.  
 
Looking back over the last ten years of European higher education reform, Ministers 
emphasised the achievements of the Bologna Process, highlighting in particular the 
increased compatibility and comparability of European education systems through the 
implementation of structural changes and the use of ECTS and the Diploma 
Supplement. Acknowledging that the European Higher Education Area is not yet a 
reality, the Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve communiqué also established the priorities for 
the next decade until 2020.  
 
The organisational structures of the Bologna Process were endorsed as being fit for 
purpose and Ministers decided that in the future, the Bologna Process would be co-
chaired by the country holding the EU presidency and a non-EU country. 
 

In the Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve Communiqué, Ministers agreed that:  

 Each country should set measurable targets for widening overall participation 
and increasing the participation of under-represented social groups in higher 
education by the end of the next decade.  
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 By 2020 at least 20% of those graduating in the EHEA should have had a study or 
training period abroad.  

 Lifelong learning and employability are important missions of higher education.  

 Student-centred learning should be the goal of ongoing curriculum reform 
 
 
Budapest/Vienna Communiqué (2010) 
 
The Budapest/Vienna ministerial meeting, held on 11 and 12 March 2010, officially 
launched the European Higher Education Area, as envisaged in the Bologna 
Declaration of 1999, based on trust, cooperation and respect for diversity and aimed 
to make it internationally competitive and attractive. 
 
The Ministers committed to the full implementation of the agreed objectives and the 
agenda for the next decade, set in Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve. They acknowledged that 
the Bologna action lines are implemented to varying degrees and that Bologna aims 
and reforms have not always been properly implemented and explained. Ministers 
emphasised the need to listen to the critical voices raised by staff and students and to 
work on improving the process and communicating it more effectively. 
 
In particular, Ministers fully support staff and student participation in decision-making 
structures (EU, national, institutional) and student-centred learning. Ministers 
reconfirmed their commitment to academic freedom, as well as the autonomy and 
accountability of higher education institutions. 
 
They also reaffirmed that higher education is a public responsibility and despite 
difficult economic times, are committed to ensuring that higher education institutions 
have the necessary resources and can provide equal opportunities for quality 
education, paying particular attention to underrepresented groups. 
 
The country membership expanded to 47 with the recognition of Kazakhstan as a new 
participating country. 
 

In the Budapest/Vienna Communiqué, Ministers agreed:  

 To ask the Bologna Follow-up Group to propose measures to facilitate the 
implementation of Bologna action lines, among others by developing additional 
working methods, such as peer learning, study visits and other information sharing 
activities. 

 To intensify policy dialogue and cooperation with partners across the world.  

 
 
Beyond Europe, the Bologna Policy Forum 
 
In 2007, Ministers and European Union representatives decided to develop a strategy, 
specifically for the external dimension of the Bologna Process. Two years later, in 
2009, the first Bologna Policy Forum was held to encourage closer cooperation with 
countries outside the process. This meeting immediately followed the Ministerial 
meeting on 29 April 2009 and was attended by higher education Ministers or their 
representatives from 15 countries around the world, including the US, Canada, 
Mexico, Brazil, Australia, China and several Tempus Partner Countries (Egypt, Israel, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco and Tunisia).  
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The first Bologna Policy Forum provided the opportunity to discuss how worldwide 
cooperation in higher education can be enhanced through the Bologna Process. The 
final Declaration highlighted the consensus that a more permanent and structured 
dialogue between "Bologna" and third countries would be of mutual interest. It stated 
that the recognition of studies and qualifications, as well as the issue of quality 
assurance, are key elements for promoting mobility that go far beyond the Bologna- 
signatory countries. It also concluded that the Bologna Policy Forum should become a 
regular event.  
 
The second Bologna Policy Forum took place in Vienna on 12 March 2010, right after 
the Bologna Ministerial Anniversary Conference. More than 20 countries from all over 
the world were invited to attend and to join this open dialogue along with the 
European Higher Education Area countries. Five Tempus Partner Countries attended 
this event (Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia).   
 
Debates focused on how higher education systems and institutions respond to growing 
demand, but also on mobility, including the challenges and opportunities of “brain 
circulation” and the balance between cooperation and competition in international 
higher education.  
 
It was decided that each country would nominate a contact person who would serve as 
contact point for a better flow of information and joint activities, including the 
preparation of the next Bologna Policy Forum at Ministerial level.  
 
The Policy Forum will continue to promote dialogue and cooperation among higher 
education institutions, staff and students and other relevant stakeholders across the 
world. In this context, the need to foster global student dialogue is acknowledged. 
 
Cooperation based on partnership between governments, higher education 
institutions, staff, students and other stakeholders is at the core of the European 
Higher Education Area. This partnership approach should also be reflected in the 
organisation of the next Bologna Policy Forum at Ministerial level in Bucharest, 2012.  
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"A TEMPUS STUDY" 
 

 
"A Tempus Study" is a series of studies providing an in-depth overview of the 
management, achievements and impact of the Tempus programme 
 
 
Reilly, John and Ard Jongsma, 'Changing Rules: A Review of Tempus Support to 
University Governance', A Tempus Study, No 1, February 2010, EACEA, Brussels.  
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'State of Play of the Bologna 
Process in the Tempus Countries (2009-2010)', A Tempus Study, No 2, March 2010, 
EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'State of Play of the Bologna 
Process in the Tempus Countries of the Southern Mediterranean (2009-2010)', A 
Tempus Study, No 3, April 2010, EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'Overview of the Higher 
Education Systems in the Tempus Partner Countries: Eastern Europe', A Tempus 
Study, No 4, April 2011, EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'Overview of the Higher 
Education Systems in the Tempus Partner Countries: Central Asia', A Tempus Study, 
No 5, April 2011, EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'Overview of the Higher 
Education Systems in the Tempus Partner Countries: Western Balkans', A Tempus 
Study, No 6, April 2011, EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'Overview of the Higher 
Education Systems in the Tempus Partner Countries: Southern Mediterranean', A 
Tempus Study, No 7, April 2011, EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'Regional Seminars on 
University Governance in the Tempus Partner Countries (2010-2011) - Conclusions', A 
Tempus Study, No 8, October 2011, EACEA, Brussels. 
 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 'State of Play of the Bologna 
Process in the Tempus Partner (2012)', A Tempus Study, No 9, April 2012, EACEA, 
Brussels. 
 
These documents are available on the Tempus website: 
 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus 
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Education, Audiovisual & Culture Executive Agency
Tempus & Bilateral Cooperation with Industrialised Countries

Write to us:	 Visit us:
Tempus Programme	 Rue Colonel Bourg, 135-139
Avenue du Bourget, 1 (BOUR 02/017)	 1140 Brussels
1140 Brussels	 Belgium
Belgium

Phone: +(32 2) 299 6867
Fax: +(32 2) 299 4530

Website:
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus

General questions about the programme:
EACEA-Tempus-Info@ec.europa.eu

Questions about a specific Call for Proposals:
EACEA-Tempus-Calls@ec.europa.eu
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